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Gone But Not Forgotten: Standard Wood Preservers of Shreveport

Standard Wood Preservers of Shreveport may be gone, but it is certainly not forgotten. Especially by the
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality! Their former site in the 9100 block of “Line Avenue”
(that section is now called Ellerbe Road) continues to be on the list of creosote contamination sites in the
United States. They now say that creosote is bad for your health and the environment. But that is another
story….
The photo above taken in 1956 by Shreveport Times photographer Langston McEachern shows the bustling
site during its heyday. The company produced several creosoted items such as cross ties, bridge timbers and
poles. It began in 1946 and closed in 1987 because of decreased sales and increasing EPA regulations.
As with most vintage photos, there are several other interesting items in the photo. Note the small, rural road
which is now a 5-lane concrete thoroughfare (Ellerbe Road). Also notice the two small stores across from
the creosote plant. The Standard Wood Preservers office building with the 5 cars parked in front still exists
and is used as a Beauty salon and Spa.
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In the top of the photo is a portion of the Slack Industrial Park which was built during WW II as a storage
depot and reconsignment point called the Cedar Grove Quartermaster Depot. After the war it changed to
Slack Air Force Base, named for Major John Stewart Slack, Jr. of Shreveport who was killed leading a B-29
raid on Japan. They are hard to see but there were 6 storage tracks running along parallel to the buildings
that were tied into the Texas & Pacific Railway line from Shreveport to New Orleans. Overall there were
18 miles of railroad track on the base, including an engine service facility. They are all gone and the only
track left is the KCS line which goes south to Frierson, Mansfield, etc. plus a spur that serves the former
Riley - Beaird plant.

Standard Wood Preservers donated one of their steam cranes to the Society and we still have it, although it
will never work again. Ask one of our long-time members how they loaded and moved it! The caption on
this Langston McEachern photo from 1958 says “Sol and his crew take time out from loading cars of treated
poles to pose for this picture.” The crane in the foreground is probably not the one donated to the Society,
but the one in the background with smoke coming out is very likely ours.
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Here are a couple of photos of the same Ellerbe Road area, also taken in 1956 but by photographer Frank
McAneny:

This is Ellerbe Road looking north, with the Standard Wood Preservers office building on the left and the
store seen in the aerial photo on the right. Just around the corner is the future site of Capital One Bank and
the Inner Loop (Highway 3132) !

In the photo above, we are looking south along Ellerbe Road with Standard Wood Preservers on the right
and the two stores on the left.
All of the above photos are shown courtesy of the LSU Shreveport Noel Memorial Library Archives and
Special Collections.
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Work Is Continuing at the McNeill Street Pumping Station
The next step in renovation of the railroad exhibit building is to replace the mortar between the bricks
where necessary. Bids have been received on the windows and the dropped ceiling, and Russell is
gathering costs on other items so that an overall budget can be prepared. Please get involved and help!
Call Gary Fox at 631-9164 for work dates and information.
The site is located at 142 N. Common Street. This is on the east side of the street 1/4 mile north of the
intersection of Common with Caddo St. There is a "Shreveport Water Works Museum" sign in the front
yard, as well as a large blue and white sign marking the driveway entrance.

Pioneer Heritage Day on October 10
Once again we have been invited to participate in the annual Pioneer Heritage Day at LSU Shreveport. We
will have some tables to display railroad artifacts, and will have a few sections of 7 ½ inch track to take
folks for a ride behind our “diesel” engine. Kids of all ages enjoy the ride and it gets a lot of exposure for
our Society. Heritage Day goes from 10 a.m. until about 3 p.m., and there are lots of things to see and hear
such as blacksmithing, wood carving, music and firing of a Civil War cannon.
If you can help with the loading/unloading of the engine and track, Please call Gary Fox at 631-9164.

Fall Banquet on October 24
As is our custom, there will be no business meeting in October. Instead, we will have a Fish Fry at Mark
and Kelly Jo Brunnetin’s home the 24th from 3 pm until 7 pm. We will have fish, hush puppies, cold slaw,
etc. and will eat about 5 pm. The cost is $5.00 per attendee, and you can pay when you get there. If you
would like to bring a dessert or other dish, please call Gary Fox at 631-9164. For directions, see the MAP
ON PAGE 6

Upcoming Events
Oct. 10
Pioneer Heritage Day at LSUS (10 a.m. until 3 p.m.)
Oct. 20
“Discussions at the Depot – Railroad Ghosts II” in Marshall (7 p.m.)
Oct. 24
RRVRHS Fall Banquet (3 p.m. until 7 p.m.)
Oct. 31-Nov. 1 Train Show in Marshall
Nov. 8
Fall Photo Excursion at the Texas State RR (see www.texasstaterr.com )
Nov. 20
RRVRHS Meeting and Program at the Glen Retirement Village
Dec. 18
RRVRHS Meeting and Program at the Glen Retirement Village

RRVRHS on the Internet
Be sure to check out our own website at www.rrvrhs.org where you can see the newsletters in living
color! Thanks to Tommy Crenshaw for setting it up and updating it.
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The President’s Message – October 2009
Hello Railfans:
At our last meeting we set the date for our annual Fall Banquet on October 24 at Mark and Kelly Jo’s
home near Frierson. We will have fried catfish, French fries, hushpuppies and cold slaw. Members and
guests may bring a dessert. I hope to see all of you there.
Next Saturday (Oct. 10) we will have a booth at the Pioneer Heritage Day outing at LSUS. We are
planning to have train rides using the diesel. Come on out and help us. We usually meet and talk to a lot
of interesting people and there are a lot of interesting exhibits to look at.
Work on the museum site is progressing and we should be able to open sometimes next year. Dave
emailed our proposal to Melinda West for moving D&R No.10 to the McNeill Street Pumping Station
and she said it was what we needed to begin the process to ask the National Guard to move the engine.
We still have a lot of prep work to do ourselves and we will need your help to make it happen.
Last week I received a phone call from Dave Beidle, Past President of the RRVRHS and he was glad to
know that we were still around. He moved to New Orleans about 20 years ago and is now living in St.
Louis. He asked for our web site address and said he looked forward to keeping up with us in the future.
Well, its getting late so I will stop at this point. Hope to see you all at our events.
Happy Railroading!
Russell

Red River Valley
Railroad Historical Society, Inc.
2424 Lakecrest Drive Shreveport, LA 71109
www.rrvrhs.org
Russell Pedro – President
Dave Bland – Vice President
Gary Fox – Secretary
Bill Hasheider – Treasurer
Dave Bland – Newsletter Editor – 797-8008 – DDBland@aol.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is time to pay your 2009 Annual Dues
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 with this membership form to Bill Hasheider at
6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA 71108
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City_______________________________

State______________

5

Zip Code__________

6

