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Our 29th Year

The “RBS Express”

Think about 1962 – John F. Kennedy, Cold War, Cuban Missile Crisis…… The photos above were
taken in June of that year. They show several railroad cars parked next to Barksdale Air Force Base,
headquarters of the Strategic Air Command and home to many B-52’s carrying atomic warheads.
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Roger West found these rare photos on eBay and has donated them to the Society. The railroad cars
made up what was called the “RBS Express”, where RBS came from “Radar Bomb Scoring”. Radar
Bomb Scoring Central was developed for SAC to free aircraft crews from artificial conditions of a live
bombing range, and to provide a more realistic evaluation of aircraft bombing and navigational
procedures. Since an actual bomb release was not required, real tactical and strategic targets were used
to solve problems such as navigation, target identification, and unfamiliar terrain. This provided the
bomber crews with the realistic training necessary to maintain a high degree of combat readiness. The
1st Combat Evaluation Group deployed these trains from Barksdale Air Force Base.
According to Don Ross, member of an RBS Squadron: “The trains were 21 cars long, 17 support and 4
radar cars. The radar cars were basically flat cars with the radar vans and equipment mounted on them. The
other 17 consisted of a generator car, two box cars (one for radar equipment maintenance, and one for
support maintenance), a dining car, two day-room cars, supply cars, admin car, and 4 Pullman sleepers.
The sleepers were nice. Each was self contained. All had grain paneling, private rooms, about 4x7 feet,
included a fold up bunk to be used as a table, a built in wall closet and a sliding locking door for
entrance. Each also had a huge picture window with light darkening curtains so night workers could
sleep. Also the center area had several potties, showers and Laundromat, dryer/washers in a stack and
of course all the cars were interconnected so we could walk through the whole train. The Commander
had the very last room on the tail of the train. Actually it was two rooms with the wall knocked out
between them. The trains would go to some area in the U.S. which was selected for that period pulled
by a regular contracted locomotive which then just parked us there and left, usually pulled onto a
siding. Targets were already programmed. We would set (plumb bob) in our radar on a lat/long
coordinate on the railroad tracks. That is where the train was parked. It would sit there normally about
6 months. Then go elsewhere.”
Then, as now, our military performs many, many missions that the public is unaware of or doesn’t
understand the significance of. We are grateful to the millions of men and women who carried out those
“thankless” missions in the past and do so today.

A Great Fish Fry on October 16 !
Thanks to Kelly Jo and Mark Brunettin for hosting our meeting and fish fry, and thanks to all who
came. Especially those who cooked! We look forward to our next event. The photos below were taken
by Paul Hoge between bites.
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UP Safety Train to Natchitoches
Some of our members (Randy Guy, Melinda & Roger West, Paul Hoge and your Editor) had a nice
round trip ride to Natchitoches in a dome car on October 21st, courtesy of Union Pacific. It was one of
several runs made by UP in conjunction with Operation Lifesaver. It is amazing that the picturesque
old depot at Natchitoches is still standing, even though it is open to anyone who passes by.

Raffle Info & Deadline
It’s your chance to help raise funds for our museum! Remember that November 16th is the deadline to
mail in your raffle tickets and money so they will get to Bill Hashieder before the meeting. The
drawing for the TV will be held at our meeting on the 19th. Raffle contestants do not have to be present
to win, but we hope you come to the meeting to see who wins !

Next RRVRHS Meeting on November 19 at the Glen
The meeting will be held on Friday, November 19 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium at the Glen Retirement
Village, 403 East Flournoy Lucas Road. Please be on time for the beginning of the meeting so you
won’t miss anything. The Glen Retirement Village is located on the south side of Flournoy Lucas Road
between Ellerbe Road and Youree Drive (Highway 1). For information or directions call Dave Bland at
(318) 470-5933.

Upcoming Events
Nov. 13
Nov. 16
Nov. 19
Dec. 11
Dec. 17
Jan. 15-16

“Railroading in Texas” – J. Parker Lamb & other speakers – George Bush Presidential
Library & Museum – College Station, Texas
Be sure Raffle Tickets and $$ are mailed in
RRVRHS Meeting & Raffle Drawing at the Glen – 7 p.m.
Santa’s arrival at the Marshall Depot – 9 a.m.
RRVRHS Meeting at the Glen – 7 p.m.
Plano Train Show

See Current and Previous Newsletters in COLOR at our website
(Thanks to Tommy Crenshaw)

www.rrvrhs.org
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The President’s Message – November 2010
Hello Railfans:
Happy Holiday Season to all of you. This is the time of year when we all get together with family and
friends to share good food and fellowship. At our annual fish fry last month we did just that. We had a
good turnout and everyone had plenty to eat. I would like to thank everyone that helped with the
planning and cooking. Our hosts did an excellent job. Thanks, Mark and Kelly Jo for providing a place
for us to get together. I wish we could get as many people to come to the meetings.
Our very special benefactor made another nice donation at the banquet. Thank you very much, Bobby.
Things have been happening with the museum. I have an aerial photo with a proposed layout of the
museum showing the location of all our equipment on it. This was done by the city which shows there
may be renewed interest in our project. Dale Ward called the other night to get some information
about the electrical supplies he is going to order with state funds, so we will soon have the wire to get
started re-wiring the building.
Gary has received a letter from the American Rose Society with a proposal for us to use the track a
couple of times during the year. We will discuss this at the next meeting.
I hope that everyone has been selling raffle tickets to raise money for the museum. Kelly Jo did a
wonderful job purchasing the flat screen TV, printing tickets and getting them out to our members.
Bill tells me that a lot of you are sending in money from the sale of tickets. Remember that the
drawing will be held at our meeting on November 19th so mail the money in by November 16th or
bring it to the meeting. Entrants do not have to be present to win, but we must have their tickets and
money !
Well, so long for now and I hope to see all of you at the meeting.
Happy Railroading!
Russell
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is time to pay your 2011 Annual Dues
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 with this membership form to Bill Hasheider at
6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA 71108
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City_______________________________

State______________
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Zip Code______

