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Our 32 nd Year

KCS – L&A Freight Depot Fire

The largest fire in Shreveport history since the disastrous 1925 Allendale neighborhood fire occurred on
June 23, 1954 when the Kansas City Southern-Louisiana & Arkansas (KCS – L&A) freight depot at 1201
Spring Street burned down. The spectacular two-hour blaze destroyed the block-long warehouse and spread
to 28 boxcars, 18 large trailers, 6 trucks and 11 automobiles parked along the building.
Five fire companies and hundreds of spectators rushed to the scene as the flames and black smoke
mushroomed up from the frame building and the exploding gasoline tanks on the vehicles. There also was
a 500 gallon gas tank buried under the building which fortunately did not explode. The flames roared out of
control for more than 2 hours as firemen braved the intense heat and worked under power lines carrying
77,000 volts that threatened to snap at any moment. At one point, police used a loud speaker to announce
that explosives were stored in nearby warehouse and ordered the hundreds of spectators off the “new”
Spring Street overpass. The fire was believed to have started when a fork lift truck brushed against a
gasoline pump, setting it ablaze.
So how did we obtain the color photo shown above? The Russell E. Stewart Collection of photographs and
memorabilia that was donated to the RRVRHS in 2012 contained two rolls of 8mm color movie film. One
film box was labeled “KCS Fire” and was apparently taken by Ben Stewart, a relative of Russell Stewart.
The 8mm film was converted to digital and several frames were “captured” with special software.
Newsletter readers should really see the photo in color to appreciate it. If you do not already receive
the newsletter by email, contact your editor at DDBland@aol.com to be put on the email list.
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These black & white photos were taken by Shreveport Journal photographers Jack Barham and Don
Graham, and are shown courtesy of the LSUS Noel Memorial Library Archives and Special Collections.
Note the flash of an exploding fuel tank in the lower right corner of the first photo. The second photo
shows two of the 11 automobiles that were destroyed. One is a 1949 or 1950 Mercury and the other is a
circa 1948 Crosley station wagon.

When employees realized that the building would be totally destroyed, valiant efforts were begun to
remove the office contents. An undisclosed amount of cash and important papers were saved. The last
photo shows the twisted remains of the burned boxcars. You can barely see the burned frame foundation
of the building between the boxcars and the trailers. Note the Traffic Street Bridge in the background.
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Railfan Excursions
NORFOLK, Va., Feb. 4, 2013 -- /PRNewswire/ -- The Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum (TVRM) and
the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society (FWRHS), in partnership with Norfolk Southern Corporation,
will host 21st Century Steam excursion trips in Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, Ohio, and
Pennsylvania in the Spring of 2013. Schedules, prices, and ticketing information are available at
www.tvrail.com for TVRM-hosted trips and fortwaynerailroad.org for FWRHS-sponsored trips.
•
•

•
•
•
•

March 10: Bristol, Va., to Bulls Gap, Tenn. Host: TVRM. Steam locomotive SOU 630.
March 16: Roanoke, Va., to Radford, Va. (morning), and Roanoke to Lynchburg, Va. (afternoon).
Host: TVRM. Steam locomotive SOU 630. Combination public and NS employee appreciation
trips.
April 13: Spencer, N.C., to Barber, N.C. Host: TVRM. Steam locomotive SOU 630. Combination
public and NS employee appreciation trip.
April 20 and 21: Asheville, N.C., to Old Fort, N.C. Host: TVRM. Steam locomotive SOU 630.
April 20 is combination public and NS employee appreciation trip.
May 12: Rocky River, Ohio, to Bellevue, Ohio. Host: FWRHS. Steam locomotive NKP 765.
May 25, 26 and 27: Lewistown, Pa., to Horseshoe Curve, Pa. Host: FWRHS. Steam locomotive
NKP 765.
See www.railserve.com/events/

Getting Her to Breathe Again
The Virginia Museum of Transportation has formed the Fire Up
611 Committee to study the feasibility of bringing the Norfolk &
Western Class J 611 back into service. It is now on display at the
museum in Roanoke. This committee will consult specialists in
steam locomotives and mechanical restoration, engineers, and
experts on Federal Railroad Administration guidelines. The
committee will report its findings and recommend what is needed
to get the 611 to breathe once again. If a favorable
recommendation is made, a separate non-profit group will be
formed and the fundraising for mechanical restoration will begin.
The study should take 60 - 90 days.

Next Meeting on March 15
The next meeting will be held on Friday, March 15 at 7 p.m. in the library at the Glen Retirement Village,
403 East Flournoy Lucas Road. Please be on time for the beginning of the meeting so you won’t miss
anything. The Glen Retirement Village is located on the south side of Flournoy Lucas Road between
Ellerbe Road and Youree Drive (Highway 1). For information or directions call Dave Bland at (318) 4705933.

Upcoming Events
March 15
April 6
April 19
May 11

RRVRHS Meeting – 7 pm at the Glen Retirement Village
Train Show at First Baptist Church – 10 am to 4 pm
RRVRHS Meeting – 7 pm at the Glen Retirement Village
Hidden History Tour: Railroads including the RRVRHS Museum Grand Opening
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The President’s Message – March 2013
Hello Railfans!
This is an exciting time in our march through history. Several things are in the works that will give us a lot
of publicity and enhance our museum. As many of you already know, Liz Swaine and the Downtown
Development Authority are working to make this coming May 11th a memorable event for us. The route for
the busses that will take visitors around the downtown Shreveport historic area has been finalized, and it
will allow people to get a glimpse of the past railroad activities in our area when there were as many as 44
passenger trains a day in and out of our city. As the busses progress from the various sites, guides will tell
the significance of each place. There will be pictures of stations and facilities that no longer exist. The tours
will start at noon and will end at the Railroad Museum at 3:30 pm for the Grand Opening. We will have
tables manned by different people to give information about railroading. I have talked to Tom White about
a model railroad display. There will be concessions selling food and t-shirts. Liz plans to have a band
playing music along with actors giving speeches about different railroad activities. We will need your help
to make this a successful and meaningful experience. We will have more about this at our next meeting.
Gary and our work crews have been working to remodel the old “ozone room” at the Water Works
Museum to be used for other activities and meetings.
About 150 visitors have signed our museum guest book since May 19, 2012, including visitors from 14
states, Puerto Rico, Russia, Chile and Belgium. Many more will be coming after our Grand Opening and as
publicity increases.
I would like to welcome new member Don Kimmell to our group.
Hoping to see you at the next meeting.
Happy Railroading!
Russell

RED RIVER VALLEY
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Shreveport, LA www.rrvrhs.org
Russell Pedro – President
Kelly Jo Brunettin – Vice President
Gary Fox – Secretary
Bill Hasheider – Treasurer
Dave Bland – Newsletter Editor – 797-8008 – DDBland@aol.com

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Have You Paid Your 2013 Dues ?
(The date beside your name on the newsletter envelope indicates the
latest year you have paid your dues)
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 with this membership form to Bill Hasheider at
6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA 71108
Name ______________________________________________ Email _________________
Address ____________________________________________
City_______________________________
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State______________

Zip Code___

