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Gone But Not Forgotten: Peacekeeper Rail Garrisons
Recent newsletters have covered Civil War railroad activities that occurred in the 1860s. In this issue we will
jump forward over 100 years to address a Cold War railroad plan that fortunately was never implemented.
On December 19, 1986 the White House announced President Ronald Reagan’s approval to develop a rail
garrison system for basing part of the Peacekeeper Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) force. As you
may remember, ICBMs carried atomic warheads. To increase survivability of this force, 50 Peacekeeper
ICBMs would be deployed in existing Minuteman silos and 50 more would be mounted on 25 USAF
trains, two per train. Each train would consist of two locomotives, two security cars, two missile launch
cars housing the missiles, one launch control car, one fuel car and one maintenance car. Each launch car
carried one ICBM in a launch tube that could be elevated to fire the missile from the bed of the car. The
photo below shows the launch car concept. A prototype car was built with a length of 87 feet. Fully loaded,
it would weigh more than 520,000 pounds. The prototype car is now in the National Museum of the U.S.
Air Force at Wright-Patterson AFB in Ohio.

1

The trains were to be parked in shelters located on USAF Strategic Air Command (SAC) bases throughout
the continental United States, including Barksdale, with the missile crews on continuous alert. The map
below shows where the garrison was planned for Barksdale, with a direct connection into the MidSouth
Railroad (now part of KCS).

When necessary, the trains would be dispersed onto the nation’s rail network, making it extremely difficult
for an enemy to target and destroy them. Development of the garrison deployment system was terminated
in 1991 as Cold War tensions eased. The only Peacekeeper missile actually deployed was at F. E. Warren
AFB in Wyoming. After the program was terminated, the 50 missiles remained in silos at Warren and were
eventually negotiated away under the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. Shown below is a conceptual
Peacekeeper train. Thanks to Shawn Bohannon at the LSUS Archives for making me aware of this subject
and providing this material. Shawn is a retired Air Force Historian.
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Work Is Ongoing at the McNeill Street Pumping Station
Interior cleaning has continued so that painting and window repair can be done soon. Then we can move in the
display cases and start to set up our exhibits. This is an opportunity we have been waiting a long time for, so
please get involved and help! Call Gary Fox at 631-9164 for work dates and information.
The museum is located at 142 N. Common Street. This is on the east side of the street 1/4 mile north of the
intersection of Common with Caddo St. There is a "Shreveport Water Works Museum" sign in the front
yard, as well as a large blue and white sign marking the driveway entrance.

RRVRHS on the Internet
Be sure to check out our own website at www.rrvrhs.org where you can see the newsletters in living
color! Thanks to Tommy Crenshaw for setting it up and updating it.
Your email address is needed so that notices and other information can be sent to you quickly. A full-color
version of our Newsletter is sent to our email list each month (in addition to mailing out the black & white
printed version to those that want it). Out of almost 40 members, we only have 17 email addresses. Please
send an email to your Editor (Dave Bland) at DDBland@aol.com so you can be added to the email list. If
you recently received an email from Dave, no action is necessary unless you want to be removed from the
list. Thanks!

Society Meeting on July 17 at the Glen Retirement Village
The next meeting will be held on Friday, July 17 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium at the Glen Retirement Village,
403 East Flournoy Lucas Road. The Glen Retirement Village is located on the south side of Flournoy Lucas
Road between Ellerbe Road and Youree Drive (Highway 1). (Please do not confuse it with the Live Oak
Retirement Home located on the north side of Flournoy Lucas Road.)
We will discuss renovation work at the McNeill Street Pumping Station (Shreveport Water Works Museum)
and other activities. A program will be presented, including the last half of the Steam Tourist Railroads DVD
we started at the June meeting. For information or directions call Dave Bland at (318) 470-5933.

Upcoming Events
July 17
July 23-26
August 18
August 21
September 18
Oct 31-Nov 1

RRVRHS Meeting 7 pm at the Glen Retirement Village
Train Festival in Owosso, Michigan featuring SP 4449, PM 1225, Nickel Plate 765, etc.
“Fascinating T&P Artifacts” 7 pm at the T&P Depot Museum in Marshall
RRVRHS Meeting 7 pm at the Glen Retirement Village
RRVRHS Meeting 7 pm at the Glen Retirement Village
Train Show in Marshall
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The President’s Message – July 2009
Hello Railfans:
This month I am happy to report on the progress we have made at the future site of the Railroad Museum.
Saturday June 27th several of us met at the McNeill St. Pumping Station to do more power washing to
remove the old paint from the walls. We had two power washers to blast the old paint off. We have cleaned
about 75% of the building at this time and we should be finished after one more session. There was a good
turnout, with seven members showing up. Lunch was provided and everyone enjoyed chopped BBQ burgers
and beans.
Today I received a call from Gary asking me to compile a budget for the museum. The City is looking into
giving us some money to help complete the project. I will be working on this for the next few weeks. If you
have any ideas, contact me or Gary so I can include them in my estimate. We will discuss this at our next
meeting on July 17th.
I also received some sad news today. Frank Allen, a long time member of the Society who has been living in
South Texas passed away. Frank was very active in the group when he lived in Shreveport and has been a
supporter and member from a distance. We will all miss him. Think of Frank and his family in your prayers.
I would like to thank Bobby Joe Miller for his generous donation to our newsletter.
Hope to see you all at the next meeting.
Happy Railroading!
Russell

Red River Valley
Railroad Historical Society, Inc.
2424 Lakecrest Drive Shreveport, LA 71109
www.rrvrhs.org
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Dave Bland – Vice President
Gary Fox – Secretary
Bill Hasheider – Treasurer
Dave Bland – Newsletter Editor – 797-8008 – DDBland@aol.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is time to pay your 2009 Annual Dues
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 with this membership form to Bill Hasheider at
6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA 71108
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City_______________________________

State______________
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Zip Code__________

