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Our 30 th Year

New Deramus Railway Yard is Dedicated
(From The Shreveport Times – March 25, 1956)

This diesel locomotive, polished until it gleamed, christened the new KCS-L&A yards on March 24th
in a unique ribbon-breaking dedication. As the diesel snapped the bunting, more than 400 visitors
cheered the formal opening of the $8,500,000 terminal which occupies 257 acres on the Blanchard
Road. The engineers at the ribbon-breaking ceremony were William N. Deramus, president of the KCS
Lines, and his grandson, William N. Deramus IV, who became president and CEO 30 years later. The
locomotive hauled four flatbed cars on which about 400 guests rode from Union Station to the big
terminal yards on Blanchard Road.
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The ceremony formally marked the completion of a three-year construction job on the 257-acre tract
north of Shreveport. The 37 structures at the “rail city” cost over 8 million dollars, including the almost
60 miles of track in the yards.
The visitors made a 5 ½ hour tour of the new facilities, embarking from Union Station downtown at 10
a. m. on four flatbed cars. V. V. Kirkpatrick, construction engineer, acted as guide and narrator for the
open air rail trip.
Deramus, speaking from a raised platform in the giant diesel shop, called the new terminal “tangible
evidence of our faith in the future expansion of this area of the country.” Completion of the yards, he
said, is a tribute to the system of free enterprise and an example of what industry can accomplish
through free enterprise.
“No government subsidy was sought nor received for this construction”, he said. “Every dollar for
every tie and track came from KCS. It’s too bad more of the nation’s industry does not do likewise.”
The president was introduced by L. O. Frith, KCS vice president, who reviewed Deramus’ career from
his start as a railroad employee to his position as president and chairman of the board of KCS and its
subsidiary, L&A.
Another speaker was Mayor James Gardner, who said the terminal will be a permanent asset to the
city’s efforts to attract industry to this area. “Shreveport could not have grown as it has without topnotch railway service provided by Kansas City Southern,” he said. Noting that the new yards, a
consolidation of two former terminals, will eliminate 70 per cent of the present grade crossings and
trackage within the city.
Frith introduced W. N. Deramus III, president of the Chicago Great Western and son of the KCS
president, and the Chicago executive’s son, William N. Deramus IV. Hostesses at the luncheon were
Byrd High School students Rochelle and Margaret Monsour, Wanda Markham, Linda Harris, Ann
Brandon, June Pence, Kay Weiner, and Barbara McGowen. The Rev. D. L. Dykes of the First
Methodist Church gave the invocation.
Following luncheon in the shop the group re-boarded the flat cars for the diesel-powered trip back to
town. Below is an aerial shot of the new yards.
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40 & 8 Presentation at the November Meeting

At our last meeting we were treated to an informative presentation and discussion about the 40 & 8
and National Box Car Associations led by Voiture (local chapter) 137 members Shawn Bohannon
and Don Vallery. They also brought several collectable Box Car Association pins which were available
to attendees for a very reasonable donation. Thanks Shawn and Don !

Next RRVRHS Meeting on December 16 at the Glen
The meeting will be held on Friday, December 16 at 7 p.m. in the library at the Glen
Retirement Village, 403 East Flournoy Lucas Road. Please be on time for the beginning of
the meeting so you won’t miss anything. The Glen Retirement Village is located on the south
side of Flournoy Lucas Road between Ellerbe Road and Youree Drive (Highway 1). For
information or directions call Dave Bland at (318) 470-5933.

Upcoming Events
Dec. 5

KCS Christmas Train stop in Shreveport – Festival Plaza - 4 p.m.

Dec. 10

Santa arrival at the T&P Depot in Marshall (call 903-938-9495 for times)

Dec. 10

Southern Forest Heritage Museum Smithsonian Exhibit Opening and Balloon
Glow (call 318-748-8404)

Dec. 16

RRVRHS Meeting at the Glen – 7 p.m.

Receive the Newsletter in COLOR and several days sooner !!
Contact your Editor at DDBland@aol.com to get your name on the
email distribution list
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The President’s Message – December 2011
Hello Railfans!
Since my last column a lot of things have happened, some good and some disappointing, and
some very sad.
Around Thanksgiving one of our members, Jerry Trainer, had a heart attack and passed away
during open heart surgery. Jerry was a fine fellow and we all will miss him. Our condolences
go out to his wife Louise and the rest of his family. Jerry had been a regular at our meetings
and was at our last fish fry. Upon reading his obituary, I learned a lot about him that I did not
know. He served his country in Viet Nam, was awarded the Bronze Star Medal twice, and
rose to the rank of Major. Again, we will miss him.
At the museum site we had a setback. One of Dr. Gary Joiner’s students believes that part of
the land we wanted to use for displaying our rolling stock and Caspiana Depot might be a
Civil War gun placement site that guarded Twelve Mile Bayou and the northern part of
Shreveport. We are awaiting results of some tests to determine if this area will be available to
us. However, a portion of the land we wanted might still be available and we have talked to
the city water department engineer and the head of SPAR about it.
As for the good news, the electrician has completed the electrical system, the air conditioning
and heating system has been installed and is ready for use, and we have completed the
painting of the floor. We have also made a list of all the display cabinet dimensions and will
soon be deciding where to locate them in the building. Yours truly is working on obtaining
lumber for the handicap ramp and as soon as we have it we can build the ramp. We should be
able to open the building to the public soon.
Well, so long for now and I hope to see you soon. Merry Christmas to all and Happy Holidays
to you!
Happy Railroading!
Russell

RED RIVER VALLEY
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Shreveport, LA
Russell Pedro – President
Kelly Jo Brunettin – Vice President
Gary Fox – Secretary
Bill Hasheider – Treasurer
Dave Bland – Newsletter Editor – 797-8008 – DDBland@aol.com www.rrvrhs.org

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It’s time to pay your 2012 Annual Dues !!
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 with this membership form to Bill Hasheider at
6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA 71108
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City_______________________________

State______________
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Zip Code______

