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Our 28th Year

Waitin’ for No. 42

The photo on page 1 is one of the classic local steam train shots. As you can tell, it appeared on the cover
of the April 1946 edition of the Shreveport magazine. The black & white version of this newsletter does
not do it justice because the cover contained some great accents in red. It was taken by Shreveport Journal
photographer Doug Perry (shown above) from the Shreveport side of the Cotton Belt Bridge. According to
the accompanying article in the Shreveport magazine, the photographer originally wanted a picture of the
KCS Southern Belle, but after several weeks of effort it was given up as a bad idea. The Southern Belle
reached the bridge too early in the morning to get a good shot, so Mr. Perry decided to try a steam
locomotive. Train No. 42, an L. & A. freight, usually arrived in Shreveport late in the afternoon so good
light was normally available. However, he still had to outguess the weatherman and the engineer, who
sometimes opened up on the home stretch and came in ahead of schedule!

OOPS !

Passengers grabbed their luggage and fled for their lives as a KCS passenger train backed through a safety
bumper at Shreveport’s Union Station on October 2, 1965. No one was injured although the safety bumper
was knocked about 40 feet backward. The canopy of the building was raised about 2 feet and benches in
the loading area were scattered. (Photos courtesy of LSU Shreveport Noel Memorial Library Archives)
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Society Meeting & Election of Officers at the Glen Retirement Village
The next meeting will be held on Friday, December 18 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium at the Glen Retirement
Village, 403 East Flournoy Lucas Road. Please be on time for the beginning of the meeting so you won’t
miss anything. The Glen Retirement Village is located on the south side of Flournoy Lucas Road between
Ellerbe Road and Youree Drive (Highway 1).
We will discuss renovation work at the McNeill Street Pumping Station (Shreveport Water Works
Museum), moving D&R No. 10 and other activities. Also, we will be voting on officers for 2010.
A program will be presented. For information or directions call Dave Bland at (318) 470-5933.

Upcoming Events
Dec. 18
Until Dec. 20
Until Dec. 27
Jan. 15
Jan. 16-17
Feb. 19

RRVRHS Monthly Meeting at the Glen
Christmas in Roseland (train rides on Friday and Saturday nights)
TSRR Polar Express train rides (call 1-888-987-2461 for schedules)
RRVRHS Monthly Meeting at the Glen
Train Show in Plano, Texas
RRVRHS Monthly Meeting at the Glen

We Need Your Email Address
Please provide your email address to the Editor (DDBland@aol.com) so you can receive news and other
information about current events. You will also receive a copy of the newsletter (in color) immediately
after it is published. When email notifications are sent out, they are done in a manner that keeps your
address confidential. Also, be sure to check out our website at www.rrvrhs.org where you can see the
newsletters in color. Thanks to Tommy Crenshaw for setting it up and updating it.

Marshall Depot News
Santa and Mrs. Claus are to arrive at the Depot on Saturday, December 12. The Jolly Old Elf and his
lovely wife will greet children during the Depot Museum’s Annual Santa Arrival Event, which begins at
9 a.m. After the Wonderland of Lights Christmas Parade that same evening, everyone is invited back to
the Depot, where Santa and Mrs. Claus will draw numbers for prizes any child would love to receive.
Grand prize will be a trip for a family of four aboard the Texas Eagle! The event is free, but children must
have a ticket. Call the Depot Museum Gift Shop at (903) 938-9495 for information.
Work is progressing on the restoration of Texas & Pacific Engine No. 400, which is displayed at the
Depot. The Depot is looking for a headlight and bell for the engine. If you have any information about
obtaining these items, please call the Museum Gift Shop.

A Cardinal Necessity
The McNeill Street Pumping Station Preservation Society has recently published a manuscript prepared
in 1980 by Dr. Terry Reynolds for the Department of the Interior’s Historic American Engineering
Record. The book, titled A Cardinal Necessity, was edited by Dale Ward and contains lots of great
Shreveport history, photos and the history of the water works. It is available at the Shreveport Water
Works Museum for $16.00 (plus $4.00 shipping). Call (318) 221-3388 for information.
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The President’s Message – December 2009
Hello Railfans:
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to one and all. I hope that each of you will have a wonderful new
year. Our society is making real headway for the first time ever in obtaining a home for our collection of
Railroadiana.
Saturday before Thanksgiving was a work day at McNeill Street Pumping Station. Members present were
Gary Fox, Mark Brunnetin, Dave Bland, Jared Schonfarber, Paul Hoge and myself. We worked all day
pointing up the brick on the outside of the building. The inside has already been completed. We need to
spend one more day on the outside and we will have the building weather-tight except for the windows.
The budget has been turned in and we are waiting to hear from the State about funds for the building and
moving D&R No. 10.
This month members have been running the train at the Rose Center and we have been having good
crowds. If you have not been out to the Rose Center to view the lights you are missing something special.
Charles Devilbiss is disposing of the late Thomas Ruffin’s collection of books, booklets and bulletins on
transit systems, subways, street railways, interurbans, light rail and elevated railways. If you are
interested, contact Charles for a list of what is available. Proceeds go to our Society. Charles has already
given us a check for several hundred dollars. Thank you Charles for your time and efforts!
We will elect officers at our December meeting. If you have someone you would like to nominate, come
to the meeting and make it known.
Happy Railroading!
Russell

Red River Valley
Railroad Historical Society, Inc.
2424 Lakecrest Drive Shreveport, LA 71109
www.rrvrhs.org
Russell Pedro – President
Dave Bland – Vice President
Gary Fox – Secretary
Bill Hasheider – Treasurer
Dave Bland – Newsletter Editor – 797-8008 – DDBland@aol.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is time to pay your 2010 Annual Dues
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 with this membership form to Bill Hasheider at
6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA 71108
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City_______________________________

State______________
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Zip Code__________

