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Our 3 1 st Year

Did You See This Train When It Came to Shreveport ?

"The Freedom Train" by Howard Fogg
“Back in the day” when passenger trains were an important part of our society, they were used to
promote and celebrate various themes, many of which were patriotic. Here are the names of several
“Theme Trains” from the website www.themetrains.com: The Freedom Train (1947-1949), The
American Freedom Train (1975-1976), The Auto-Train (1971-1981), The Preamble Express (1974), The
Merci Train (1949), The Golden Spike Centennial Limited (1969), The Discovery Train (1978-1980),
The Rexall Train (1936), The Canadian Royal Train (1939), and The Cardinal’s Train (1926).
As far as your editor can determine, the only theme train that stopped in Shreveport was the 1947-1949
Freedom Train, one of two trains that had similar names. The train that stopped in Shreveport was not the
1975-1976 American Freedom Train celebrating the country’s bicentennial and pulled by T&P 610, S.P.
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4449, etc. We will focus on the 1947-1949 Freedom Train in this newsletter and perhaps others in future
editions. The excerpts below are from www.freedomtrain.org, and readers should look there for lots of
additional information and pictures. Please note the documents carried by the train !
THE 1947 - 1949 FREEDOM TRAIN
The 1947-1949 Freedom Train was conceived as an opportunity to reflect on the meaning of American
citizenship at a time when the nation was finding a new and central role in world affairs. Americans had
experienced a decade of pre-war economic Depression. They made sacrifices in foreign lands throughout
World War II. They were entering an age of post-war prosperity with opportunities unknown in all of
human history. And they were unsure of the reassurances at the sudden dawn of the nuclear age and
Soviet expansion into countries just liberated from fascist oppression in Europe and Asia. With President
Harry Truman in the lead, some in the national government believed Americans should pause and reflect,
to experience a "rededication" to the principles that founded their country. President Truman loved trains,
and his use of the "whistle stop" campaign train still epitomizes this icon of the electoral process.
Attorney General Tom Clark and his staff proposed a train that would travel to communities in every
state of the nation, taking with it dozens of "documents of liberty." The result, they hoped, would enable
Americans to rediscover for themselves just how hard-won their freedoms were. Clearly, they hoped to
enable personal reconciliations with the still-fresh sacrifices and human costs of war, and to impart a
sense of meaning and worth to those sacrifices.
A PRECIOUS AND UNIQUE CARGO
The Freedom Train was temporary home to America's most precious documents and other unique
treasures, including Thomas Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of Independence, the Magna Carta,
the Bill of Rights – 1791, one of the 13 original copies of the Constitution, the original draft of Abraham
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, the Gettysburg Address, the Iwo Jima flag, German and
Japanese surrender documents that ended World War II, and much more.
THE TRAIN'S JOURNEY ACROSS AMERICA
The Freedom Train was all that Harry Truman and Tom Clark envisioned. Its great success was
demonstrated in the media of the time, which featured both promotion and accounts of the train and its
impact upon visitors. Its 37,160 mile tour lasted from September 17, 1947 to January 22, 1949. It was the
only trainset ever to operate in every state (Alaska and Hawaii were not states at that time), and it did so
using 52 different railroads. Over 3 million people (officially, 3,521,841) went aboard the Train during its
display stops in 326 cities and towns across the land. At many sites, people waited in line more than six
hours to go aboard. The highest single-day attendance was 14,615.
DISPERSAL OF THE TRAIN’S CONTENTS
All the precious documents, historic flags and other materials displayed aboard the train were returned to
the museums and repositories who loaned them, including the National Archives and the Library of
Congress. Many of the materials carried aboard the Freedom Train can be seen today by visiting the
various institutions that house them. Some of the documents are exhibited only on rare occasions,
including the Emancipation Proclamation. The reason why many historic documents are seldom on
public view is the same reason why they will never travel again: the science of document conservation
was developed after the Freedom Train's late 1940's tour, and we now know that unregulated
temperatures, exposure to harsh light and even movement diminishes the life of certain materials.
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The Visit to Shreveport on January 17, 1948

Thousands of Shreveporters braved snow-covered and icy sidewalks in freezing weather to file through
the Freedom Train on Saturday, January 17, 1948. It arrived at Central Station on Marshall Street about
7 a.m. from Baton Rouge and opened for a preview by 300 school children at 8:45 a.m., followed by
about 7,000 visitors throughout the day. Police estimated that as many as 1,000 people were there at one
time, enduring a wait of an hour or longer. Each visitor was given a folder explaining the Bill of Rights
prepared by the American Heritage Foundation. Brightly uniformed, courteous U.S. Marines were
stationed throughout the train to guard the documents and to be of assistance to the visitors. What an
opportunity and experience this must have been! Do any newsletter readers know people who attended?
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Next RRVRHS Meeting on August 17 at the Glen
The next meeting will be held on Friday, August 17 at 7 p.m. in the library at the Glen Retirement
Village, 403 East Flournoy Lucas Road. Please be on time for the beginning of the meeting so you won’t
miss anything. The Glen Retirement Village is located on the south side of Flournoy Lucas Road between
Ellerbe Road and Youree Drive (Highway 1). For information or directions call Dave Bland at (318) 4705933.

Upcoming Events
September 21 RRVRHS Meeting – 7 p.m. at the Glen
October 20-21 UP 844 on display in Marshall during the Centennial Celebration at the T&P Depot

The President’s Message – August 2012
Hello Railfans!
Well, it’s finally finished. The museum building with cleaned walls, patched floor, new windows, new
electric wiring, new heating and air conditioning and now a complete handicap ramp. All of the interior
exhibits with display cases have been installed and now we are ready for an official opening.
The last part of the ramp was finished last Friday with the completion of a concrete sidewalk from the
end of the ramp to the parking lot. With the help of our tractor and its operator Bill, we were able to dig
out and form up the week before. Then we rented a special trailer, hauled the concrete from Bossier City
to the site and poured the sidewalk. It sure was a hot job. Special thanks to Steve Dupree, Gary Fox, Bill
Hashieder, Paul Hoge, Frank Head and Dominick Tuminello. Without these great people this job could
not have been done.
Our next project is to move D&R 10 to the museum. We will have to build a section of track about 120
feet long for it to sit on, along with Paul Hoge’s L&A wood caboose. This will make a very nice exhibit.
We will have to level the ground, lay ballast, cross ties and rail. This is not going to be an easy job so I
think we will wait for cooler weather before we tackle it.
Fall is not too far off and our Fall Fish Fry will be coming up real soon, so be thinking about a date for
this event. Well, so long for now and hope to see you at our next meeting.
Happy Railroading!
Russell
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If You Haven’t Done So, Please Pay Your Annual Dues
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 to Bill Hasheider at 6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA
71108
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